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;»V ThotlnVaeicn of the Republic «*f Korea by the North Korean Antf un- 
doubtocOy undertaken at Soviet dir<5\ k .ioo and Soviet notarial # 

f^nn^«^nably botog providod* The Soviet objective vqo tbs oliDination of 
tho laeVronatolng enU^ooawniet bridgehoad cn the moixOand of 
^oittorobr undSnainlne ** portion of the US and the Woetwn Pooere ; 
♦KfAfiehnut the Par Baste By choosing Korea as the area of attack, ths USSR 
« B 0US Sto ^ iT^Slicany ad twt the flrwoss oS tB ro-_ 

aiatanco to Cosaimist ojfpanoiai© ' . ■•••,.. ? ■: '.' '-*i ■'• 

North Korea had possessed tho capabilities for attacking South Korea_ 
•for sonatina. and the USSR has probably been Baking plums attack 

ovor since tho withdrawal of U3 fcrcao toon Koroa in I9k9* J^5 ild f5 5, ?r d 

and auSeqrsent US policy probably led tho Kremlin to boUove that too US had 
abandoned ony intention of giving effective aili^ary airport to South Korea 
cad that North Korean aggression could be undertaken tilth oily o slight rusk 
of US Interventiono The USSR probably further ostinated that, even in tho 
event of such intervention, it could readily disclaim or otherwise localize 

the conflict,, ' 

" ■ V ' , . 

She timing of tho Invasion tree probably dotazained primarily by eusb 
recent indications of increased IB interest in tho Far Bast an tho develop- 
cant of o policy for OGcnoaic and military aid for- Southeast Asia* 

Tha pronpt US reaction in ordering air and naval support of South Korea 
has probably exceeded Soviet expectations, and the IBSR ia new faced nith A 
strong possibility of global ** ** supports tho North Korean invaaicn 

• sufficiently to overooqo combined US and South Coroan roeisttnceo It is still 
oatimatod that tho USSR is not yet prepared to risk full-scale war with the 
Western Pcraore, end it is expected, therefore, that tho USSR 

localize tho Korean conflict* Tho USSR can achieve thia result by publicly 

* disclaiming ary responsibility for the invasion endt U) secretly ordering 
a north Korean withdrawal to tho 38th Parallel and cessation of bootmUosj 
(2) psruitfcing tho Worth Korean forces to bo driven bttk to tno 38th Parallel, 
hut probably continuing aufficiont old to calntain that positionj or V) pro¬ 
viding support to North Korea short of open participation by Soviet forces in 
an ottoopt to perpetuate tho civil war and caintaln North Korean positions 
couth of tho 38th Parallel* Because of the advantages of continuing civil 


Kotoi ‘ Thi ** pnp flrfludMB hae not boon coordinated with tlio Jntolligenco organi- 
• satlona of tho Oapartacntsi of State* Arny, Navy, and tho Air Force* 
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' d ^ntaty dioordor in Koraa, tha USSK Bill probably adopt tbo third al- 
tomativo/ 7 In the probable evont that this ottompt proves 
a* tuation night well develop Into indecisive end intermittent hostilities 
stabilised at approximately tbo 30th Parallel P Meanwhile, tho IBSR will 
continue to pruvida substantial material aid to the North Uoreans, include 
inc irrogulare recruited from Chineso Coanunista cnd Soviet forces* . 
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'Although the USSR has for some tins been considering the advisability 
of aggressive coves in other areas of the world, there is no conclusive 
evidence to indicate the exact nature or timing of the coves being center 
plated* Southeast Asia ’(particularly Indochina), Iran, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
v and Berlin offer ths USSR the greatest opportunities for aggressive moves_ 

?or increased pressure* For example, there is continuing evidence of military 
w- preparations in the Balkans aimed at either Yugoslavia or Greece endseveral 
;>roporto hove indicated that the Korean invasion.was designed, in part* as 
'a divers lea ary action to cover on attack on Formosa* 

•/ jo view of the vigorous US reaction to tha Korean situation, howovor, 
it is not likely that the USSR will instigate surprise moves in any of these 
areas until ths Kremlin has had an opportunity* to atucfr the implications ©* 
this reaction, particularly as to its effects c® the possibility of global 
.warfare in tho event of Soviot-inspirod outbreaks elacmhereo Nevertheless, 
Comuniot activity in tho Far East end elsewhere will continue and will probably 
. fco intonsifisd, but greater core will bs taken to maintain tho fiction that 

it la "indigenous* n , i . • . . lit 

Itoanwhile, the USSR has reacted to the strong ;UN resolutions cn the 
North Korean invasion by branding aU ocUon taken thus for by ths Security < 
Council as illegal and hence not b indi n g* The attack itself indicated 
ccotinttJd Soviet indifference to ending tha boycott of tho UN and the tem¬ 
per of non-Soviet members of the UN will in turn make It for more difficult 
: for ths USSR to return*: 
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